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Introduction 

• The Home Energy Rebate Program for 

existing homes will rebate some of the 

cost of energy-efficiency improvements, 

including materials and contracted labor, 

to homeowners who increase their 

home’s energy rating. 

 

• There are no income requirements. 

 

• Only owner-occupied, year-round 

residences are eligible. 

 

• Rebate eligibility is per dwelling. 

 

• Homeowners pay upfront & are then 

rebated for making eligible 

improvements they choose. 

 

• “Before & After” energy ratings are 

required. 

 

• The maximum rebate is $10,000. 

 

• The program is subject to funding 

provided by the Alaska Legislature. 

 

• Residential dwellings may only 

participate in either the Home Energy 

Rebate or New Home Rebate or 

Weatherization program. 



Eligibility Requirements 

Building type: Owner-occupied homes  

 

Occupancy: You MUST be the year-round resident 

and owner of the home. (Year-round residency 

eligibility requirements are similar to those 

required for the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend.) 

 

See the Energy Rebate Program guidelines on our 

website for a list of eligible houses. 

 

If you already participated in the Home Energy 

Rebate or New Home Rebate program for a 

previous home. You are eligible for another rebate 

on your new home, if two years have passed since 

the date of your last rebate check. 

 

Dwellings may only participate one time in either 

the Home Energy Rebate, New Home Rebate or 

Weatherization program. 

 



What You Have to Do 
to Participate in the Home Energy Rebate Program 

1. Request a home energy rating. Sign-up at 

www.akrebate.com or  contact the AK-REBATE Call 

Center at 1-877-257-3228. AHFC recommends 

homeowners contact multiple energy raters to 

determine who will best meet your needs. Rater 

fees vary, so ask for their rate. 

2. Get the first rating. After dispatch, the rater will call 

to schedule and perform the first energy rating.  

3. Fill out and send in the first energy rating 

paperwork. You will be entered into the program 

and reimbursed up to $325 for the rating. You have 

90 days from the dispatch date to submit 

paperwork and enter the program!  

4. Choose and make the energy–efficiency 

improvements listed in your energy rating. Get a 

second energy rating after the improvements are 

done. You have 18 months to complete 

improvements, post energy rating and turn all 

paperwork into AHFC! 

5. Fill out and send in the final rebate paperwork. You 

will be reimbursed $175 for the rating and receive a 

rebate based on your home’s improved energy-

efficiency and your eligible receipts. 

 

http://www.akrebate.com/


STEP 1: Request a Home Energy Rating 

• Sign-up online at www.akrebate.com or 

contact the AK-REBATE Call Center at 1-

877-AK-REBATE (1-877-257-3228) to get 

on the energy rating list. 

 

• Energy raters are independent 

contractors and their fees may vary. 

AHFC recommends contacting multiple 

energy raters in order to determine who 

will best meet your needs. 

 

• The rater will contact you and schedule a 

rating after you have been dispatched. 

 

• You may check back on the Website or 

with the Call Center to locate your place 

on the list. 

 

Contact the AK-REBATE Call Center. 

http://www.akrebate.com/


What to Expect for the First Rating 

 

 

Once scheduled, the rater will come to your 

home to perform an AkWarm™ energy rating. 

  

• The rater will charge you for this service, 

and AHFC will reimburse you up to $325 

of the actual cost. 

 

• Raters may charge more or less than this 

amount, which varies by location and 

size of home. Ask for their price. 

 

 

 

The first energy rating will take several hours. 



STEP 2: The First Energy Rating 

This first rating (called an “As-Is” energy 

rating) takes a “snapshot” of the home’s 

energy performance.  

 

It requires two to four hours; including 

taking house dimensions, measuring 

doors and windows, checking insulation 

levels, assessing your heating and water 

heating systems and running a blower-

door test to measure and locate drafts 

inside your home.  

 

The rating usually does not include 

appliances or lighting. 

 

A blower door test will measure home heat loss. 



Before the rater arrives, be 

sure you have cleaned your 

fireplace or woodstove of 

ashes and provide clear 

access to your attic and 

crawlspace or basement for 

the rater. 

 

Get your home ready for the rater. 



 

During the rating, the rater will discuss 

certain measures concerning your 

home’s energy efficiency and the 

various improvements you could do to 

make it more efficient.  

 

You may wish to take notes and take 

pictures of areas that need work. 

 

Homeowners who are available and 

involved through the rating process 

tend to see higher points gained. 

 

Take notes on what the rater tells you. 



After the rating, the rater will 

provide you with a 

reimbursement form for the As-Is 

rating. 

 

You and the energy rater must 

both sign the form. 

  

Forms and additional information 

are also available at 

www.ahfc.us/energy.  

You & the rater sign the As-Is rating form. 

http://www.ahfc.us/energy


The energy rater will enter the 

data about your home into the 

AkWarm™ energy rating 

software.  

 

Shortly after the inspection you 

will receive the Home Energy 

Rating Certificate, Energy 

Improvement Options report, 

and the As-Is reimbursement 

form (HER-1).  

 
Your Home Energy Rating information should 

arrive shortly after your first rater visit. 



STEP 3: Send in the Paperwork! 

 Send a copy of the energy rating, the 

Improvement Options Report, the signed 

reimbursement form, and the other 

required documents listed on the form to 

AHFC.  

 You will be reimbursed up to $325 for 

the As-Is rating and be entered into the 

rebate program. 

 You have 90 Days from the date you 

were dispatched to submit your paper 

work to AHFC.  

 You will not be entered into the Rebate 

Program until you send in this 

paperwork! 

 
Mail complete information to AHFC.  



Required Documents Checklist #1  
Send to AHFC After the First Rating (As-Is) 

 As-Is Rating Reimbursement Form (HER-

1 Invoice). 

 Copy of Home Energy Rating Certificate 

for first rating (As-Is). 

 Copy of Energy Efficiency Improvement 

Options report (As-Is). 

 Copy of proof of ownership (tax parcel 

notice, transfer deed or deed of trust 

that matches property address). 

 Energy rater’s receipt or check copy for 

the first energy rating (As-Is). 

 

 All documents need to be completed and sent to AHFC  

for you to be entered into the Rebate Program. 

 



 

months 

Once all your paperwork is received, 

AHFC will reimburse you for the 

rating within 60 business days. 

 

AHFC will set aside up to $10,000 

for your home’s energy rebate. 

 

You will have 18 months from the 

date of the first rating to complete 

the rebate process. 

 

The actual rebate amount will 

depend on efficiency improvements 

and receipts as required by AHFC. 

 



STEP 4: Make the Energy-Efficiency 

Improvements 
Use the Energy Efficiency Improvement Options 

Report as a guideline for doing your 

improvement work.  

 

The improvements listed may range from low-

cost weather-stripping to higher-cost heating 

system replacement. 

 

ONLY those improvements recommended by 

your rater in the Improvement Options Report 

will be eligible for a rebate! So be sure that your 

energy rater has explained all of the 

improvement options with you!  

 

If you have questions regarding the Improvement 

Options Report, be sure to contact your energy 

rater for help. 

 

You can start making improvements when you receive 

your improvement options report from your rater. 



Sample  
Home Energy Rating 
 
This shows the star rating  
and points for a home. 
 
This  is a 5 Star Home 
with 94 points.  
 
The rating also reports existing home 
energy costs & features. 



Sample 
Energy Efficiency 
Improvement Options report  
 
This comes with the energy rating. 
 
It shows the eligible  
improvements which may be  
chosen to improve the home’s 
energy efficiency. 
 



Energy Efficiency 

Improvement Options report  
 

 

Shows the eligible improvements. 

Look at: 

“Rating Points Gained” 



 

• If you plan to install less efficient 

products, such as a lower-efficiency 

heating system or water heater, 

than  recommended in the Energy 

Efficiency Improvement Options 

report, you may not get the needed 

points to get a rebate. 

 

• You must contact your rater to re-

run your Energy Efficiency 

Improvement Options report to 

determine the estimated points you 

will receive with the lower efficiency 

products you plan to install. 

 



Information on Energy-Efficiency 

Go online and search the library of 

information: 

 

AHFC Research Information Center 

http://www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

 

Call 1-800-478-4636  

or 1-907-330-8166 

8AM-5PM, Monday–Friday,  

except holidays 
Appointment Recommended 

 

Good information makes for good decisions. 

It’s up to you! 

http://www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm


Air Sealing Tips 

 Caulk and seal major air leaks 

before adding insulation. 

 Seal high (in the attic) and low 

(in the crawlspace or 

basement). 

 Use the right materials when 

sealing around items which 

produce heat (like chimneys, 

recessed light fixtures). 

 As you seal up your house, you 

may need to add mechanical 

ventilation for good indoor air. 

AHFC Research Information Center 

www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

ENERGY STAR 

www.energystar.gov  

Federal Tax Credit Info 

www.energytaxincentives.org 

www.energystar.gov  

http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/


Insulating Tips 

 Make sure insulation is installed 

properly (not compressed, no 

gaps). 

 If you use a blown-in type 

insulation (like cellulose), make 

sure the right amount of bags of 

product are used for the area 

being covered. 

 Do not block roof ventilation 

when adding additional 

insulation. 

 

 

AHFC Research Information Center 

www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

ENERGY STAR 

www.energystar.gov  

Federal Tax Credit Info 

www.energytaxincentives.org 

www.energystar.gov  

http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/


Water Heater Replacement Tips 

 Demand or tankless water 

heaters work in Alaska 

when they are sized 

properly for the colder water 

temperature. 

 Sealed combustion and 

direct vent systems are 

safer and less prone to 

backdrafting problems.  

 Get at least 3 bids for work. 

Costs may vary 

considerably. 

AHFC Research Information Center 

www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

ENERGY STAR 

www.energystar.gov  

Federal Tax Credit Info 

www.energytaxincentives.org 

www.energystar.gov  

http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/


Heating System Replacement Tips 
 ACCA Manual J or AkWarm software 

will properly size a replacement 

heating system. 

 Studies show that simple home 

square footage formulas oversize 

systems by 120%, resulting in extra 

cost & less efficiency.  

 Ask to see calculations to verify if 

they are from ACCA Manual J or 

AkWarm. 

 Sealed combustion and direct vent 

heating systems are safer and less 

prone to backdrafting problems.  

 Get at least 3 bids for work. Costs 

may vary by thousands of dollars. 

 

AHFC Research Information Center 

www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

Federal tax credits are available ONLY for high efficiency 

heating systems!  Get all the info before you buy! 

ENERGY STAR 

www.energystar.gov  

Federal Tax Credit Info 

www.energytaxincentives.org 

www.energystar.gov  

AHRI 

www.ahrinet.org  

 

http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.ahrinet.org/


Window Replacement Tips 

AHFC Research Information Center 

www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm 

ENERGY STAR 

www.energystar.gov  

NFRC 

www.nfrc.org  

Federal Tax Credit Info 

www.energytaxincentives.org 

www.energystar.gov  

• Windows now carry an National 

Fenestration Rating Certification 

(NFRC) label to show energy 

efficiency. 

• If you replace windows, keep the 

new NFRC window labels to show 

the rater. 

Some items may qualify for federal tax credits.  

http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.nfrc.org/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/


Get to Work! 

 You may do the work yourself or hire 

a contractor to do it; however, you 

will not be reimbursed for your own 

labor.  

 

 Keep your receipts (proof of 

payment) for materials and labor. 

 

 Improper home improvements may 

create health & safety issues. 

 

 It is your responsibility to make sure 

all improvements meet applicable  

building codes and standards. 

 

 

Improve your home’s energy-efficiency. 



STEP 5: Request the Second Rating 

When the improvements are 

completed, contact the AK-REBATE 

Call Center at 1-877-AK-REBATE  (1-

877-257-3228) or sign-up online at 

www.akrebate.com to get on the list 

for a second rating. 

 

The rater will contact you and 

schedule a rating. 

 

Contact the AK-REBATE Call Center. 

http://www.akrebate.com/


 Once scheduled, the energy 

rater will return to your home to 

do a physical on-site inspection 

of your improvements.  

 

 This second rating (called a 

“Post-Improvement” energy 

rating) takes less time.  

 

 The rater will charge you for this 

service, and AHFC will reimburse 

you up to a maximum of $175 of 

the actual rating cost. 
A Post-Improvement rating is the second rating of the home. 



Apply for the Rebate 

The energy rater will send you a new 
Home Energy Rating Certificate  
(Post-Improvement) and a rebate 
form approximately one to two weeks 
after the second rating.  

 

You should read the instructions on 
the rebate form and fill it out 
accurately and completely. 

 

If you have increased at least one 
step and the minimum number of 
points from your first energy rating to 
your second rating, you may receive a 
rebate for the eligible costs of your 
improvements, up to the following 
maximum amounts… 

Fill out the Post-Improvement rebate form completely. 



Maximum Rebate Amounts 
 

 

Your rebate will never be more 

than the amount you have 

spent. 

 

See “Energy Rating Points & 

Steps” for more details. 

 

 

 One Step    Up to $4,000 

 Two Steps    Up to $5,500 

 Three Steps   Up to $7,000 

 Four Steps   Up to $8,500 

 Five Steps   Up to $10,000 



STEP 6: Send in the Final Paperwork 

Send the rebate form and 
required documents listed in it to 
AHFC to receive your rebate and 
reimbursement for the second 
rating (Post-Improvement).  

 

All documents must be submitted 
within 18 months of your first 
rating (As-Is) . 

 

Once all your paperwork is 
received, AHFC will reimburse you 
for the rating and provide the 
rebate within 60 business days. 

 

 

Mail complete information to AHFC. 



Required Documents Checklist #2  
Send to AHFC After the Second Rating (Post-Improvement) 

 Post-Improvement Rating & 

Reimbursement Form (HER-2 

Invoice). 

 Home Energy Rating certificate for 

the second rating (Post-

Improvement). 

 Your receipts (proof of payment) for 

eligible improvements completed. 

 Energy rater’s receipt or check copy 

for second rating (Post-

Improvement). 

 

 

 

All documents need to be completed and sent to AHFC 

 for you to be eligible for the rebate. 

 



You’re Done! 
AHFC will determine the actual 

rebate amount based on the points 

and steps increased in the energy 

rating and the receipts (proof of 

payment) submitted for items listed 

on your Energy Efficiency 

Improvement Options report. 

 

See “Energy Rating Points & Steps” 

for more details. 

 

See also “Maximum Rebate 

Amounts.” 

 

 

Once you turn in ALL your final paperwork, your 

rebate will be mailed within 60 business days. 



Time Restrictions 

You have 18 months from the time of 
your first rating (As-Is) to complete the 
work, get a second rating (Post-
Improvement), and submit your rebate 
form with the required documentation 
to AHFC. 

 

You have 90 Days from the date you 
were dispatched to submit your paper 
work to AHFC. Failure to submit your 
paperwork will result in participant 
ineligibility.   

 

Your energy rater will provide the forms 
to you. 

 

Forms and additional information are 
also available at www.ahfc.us/energy  

 

 

http://www.ahfc.us/energy


Tax Information 

  

AHFC will report the rebate to 

the IRS and issue a Tax Form 

1099-G for any reimbursement 

or rebate amount received under 

the Home Energy Rebate or New 

Home Rebate programs. 

 

 



Funding 

 

 

 

Rebate funds are subject to 

appropriation by the Alaska 

Legislature and are subject to 

funding availability. 

 



Energy Rating Points & Steps 

This chart can help you understand the 

relationship between the energy rating 

points, stars and steps for your home. 

 

The points & star rating for your home 

are shown on your Home Energy Rating 

Certificate. 

 

The amount of the rebate is determined 

by the increase in the number of steps 

between the first rating (As-Is) and 

second rating (Post-Improvement). 

 

    Points  Rating    

 0-39  1 Star 

 40-49 1 Star + 

 50-59 2 Star 

 60-67 2 Star + 

 68-72 3 Star 

 73-77 3 Star + 

 78-82 4 Star 

 83-88 4 Star + 

 89-91 5 Star 

 92-94 5 Star + 

 95-100  6 Star 

 

1 step 



    Points  Rating    

 0-39  1 Star 

 40-49 1 Star + 

 50-59 2 Star 

 60-67 2 Star + 

 68-72 3 Star 

 73-77 3 Star + 

 78-82 4 Star 

 83-88 4 Star + 

 89-91 5 Star 

 92-94 5 Star + 

 95-100  6 Star 

 

Moving from one star rating level to 

the next one is called a “step.” 

 

The more steps the home increases 

on the rating scale, the greater the 

possible rebate.  

 

5 Step increase = $10,000 Rebate 

 

step 



    Points  Rating    

 0-39  1 Star 

 40-49 1 Star + 

 50-59 2 Star 

 60-67 2 Star + 

 68-72 3 Star 

 73-77 3 Star + 

 78-82 4 Star 

 83-88 4 Star + 

 89-91 5 Star 

 92-94 5 Star + 

 95-100  6 Star 

 

step 

For example: A home receiving 50-

59 points would be a 2 Star home. 

If the home increased in efficiency 

to total 60-67 points, it would be a 

2 Star Plus home. 

  

Therefore, the home moved one 

step on the star rating level.  

 



    Points  Rating    

 0-39  1 Star 

 40-49 1 Star + 

 50-59 2 Star 

 60-67 2 Star + 

 68-72 3 Star 

 73-77 3 Star + 

 78-82 4 Star 

 83-88 4 Star + 

 89-91 5 Star 

 92-94 5 Star + 

 95-100  6 Star 

 

Minimum Points Required 

 A minimum number of points is 

also required to increase your 

energy rating for a rebate. 

 

 Homes with As-Is ratings from 1 

Star to 2 Star Plus need to 

increase their energy rating by a 

minimum of 5 points and at least 

one step to qualify for a rebate. 

 

 Homes with As-Is ratings from 3 

Star  to 5 Star Plus need to 

increase their energy rating by a 

minimum of 3 points and at least 

one step to qualify for a rebate. 

 

 

5 points 

required 

3 points 

required 



Rebate Program Information  

General Questions: 

AHFC Home Energy Rebate Program 

1-800-478-2432 or 1-907-338-6100 

 

How-To Information & Library: 

AHFC Research Information Center (RIC) 

1-800-478-4636 or 1-907-330-8166 or www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm  

 

AK-REBATE Call Center - Energy Rating Wait List: 

1-877-257-3228 or www.akrebate.com  

 

What’s the difference between the Home Energy Rebate Program & Weatherization Program? 

Visit www.ahfc.us/energy 

http://www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.akrebate.com/
http://www.ahfc.us/energy


AHFC Energy Programs:  

 

For complete details on the Home Energy Rebate Program, the New Home Energy Rebate Program, the 
Weatherization Program, the Second Mortgage for Energy Conservation Loan and other programs go to: 
www.ahfc.us or call AHFC at 1-800-478-2432 or 1-907-338-6100. 

 

Energy Efficiency Improvement Factsheets & Information 

AHFC Research Information Center (RIC Library) www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm  

Energy Efficiency RE, U.S. Department of Energy www.eere.energy.gov/consumer   

Energy Star www.energystar.gov  

 

Federal Tax Credits for Energy Improvements: 

For information on tax credits for caulking, insulation, windows, doors, water heaters and heating systems 
go to: www.energytaxincentives.org or www.energystar.gov. 

 

More Information 

http://www.ahfc.us/
http://www.ahfc.us/energy/ric.cfm
http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energytaxincentives.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/


Thank You 

Good Luck! 


