
Energy Efficiency –
Where to Begin

Dena Strait

“Preaching to the choir, but the choir may not be using the same song book.”
Carolyn Ramsey



Dena Strait
• Private practice in Alaska for 10 years
• Alaska Housing Finance Corporation- 3 years
• RA – Registered Architect
• EMP – Energy Management Professional
• CEA-IT – Certified Energy Auditor-in-Training
• LEED Green Associate
• Energy Programs Manager for Bettisworth North



Commercial Buildings
Everything (in general) except:
1. Your own single family residence
2. A residence intended to be used by not more 

than 
1. 4 families and is not more than two stories high
2. 2 families and not more than three stories high in 

some municipalities. 
3. Does not change the structural system or affect 

public health, safety and welfare. 
• Alaska Statute AS 08.48.331
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Presentation Outline
How does EE work get done?

• People:
– Funders
– Agencies
– Service Providers
– End Users

• Programs, Codes and Standards
• Continuum of Energy reduction 
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Agencies

Private/Green Banks/ESCOs

• Alaska Energy Authority (AEA)

• Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation (AHFC)

• Alaska Center for Energy and 
Power (ACEP)

• Department of Education and 
Early Development (DEED)

• Denali Commission

• United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 

• Alaska Native Tribal Health 
Consortium (ANTHC) 

• Department of Energy (DOE) 
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Certification Holders
Akenergyefficiency.org/find-an-energy-pro/

Association of Energy Engineers 

American Society of Heating, Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning Engineers

Energy Management Association
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• Most critical!
• One on one in facility
• Training Centers
• You tube videos
• RAMP –Rural Alaska 

Maintenance Program

Train your operators!



Fruits of our labor
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Codes, Programs and 
Standards

One size does not fit all! 
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This slide is intentionally left blank. 
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ASHRAE Standard 90.1
Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings
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How does EE work get done?

+



Thank you!

Dena Strait
Energy Programs Manager

Bettisworth North Architects and Planners
561-5780

dstrait@bettisworthnorth.com


